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V Noise ! " says I; " why really, my lady, I don't pretend to
be a spirit; but if it comes to noise------" " Never answer
me, Pauncefort," says my lady. " No, my lady," says I, " I never do, and, I am sure, when I have a headache myself, I don't like to be answered." But, to be sure, if you have a headache, and my lady has a headache too, I only hope we have not got the epidemy. I vow, Miss Venetia, that your eyes are as red as if you had been running against the wind. Well, to be sure, if yon have not been crying! I must go and tell my lady immediately.'
'Light me to my room,' said Venetia ; ' I will not.disturb my mother, as she is unwell.'
Venetia rose, and Mistress Pauncefort followed her to her chamber, and lit her candles. Venetia desired her not to remain; and when she had quitted the chamber, Venetia threw herself in her chair and sighed.
To sleep, it was impossible; it seemed to Venetia that she could never rest again. She wept no more, but he* distress was very great. She felt it impossible to exist. through the night without being reconciled to her mother ; bafc she refrained from going to her room, from the fear of again meeting her troublesome attendant. She resolved, therefore, to wait until she heard Mistress Pauneefort retire foi the night, and she listened with restless anxiety for tho sign of her departure in the sound of her footsteps along the vestibule on which tho doors of Lady Annabel's and her daughter's apartments opened.
An hour elapsed, and at length the sound was heard. Convinced that Pauncefort had now quitted her mother for the night, Venetia ventured forth, and stopping boforo the door of her mother's room, she knocked gently. There was no reply, and in a few minutes Venetia knocked again, awl rather louder. Still no answer. * M'axnina/ aaid Vonctin, in a faltering tone, but no sound replied, Venetia then tried the door, and found it fastened. Then she gave up the effort in despair, and retreating to her own chamber, she threw herself on her bed, and went bitterly,
l